SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  ASSOCIATION 
^  ARCHIVES  COPY 

' 

SCI-TECH 

NEWS 

The  Official  Bulletin  of  the 

SCIENCE-TECHNOLOGY  DIVISION 

SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  ASSOCIATION 

CHEMISTRY  ENGINEERING  PAPER  PETROLEUM 

PHARMACEUTICAL  PUBLIC  UTILITIES 

Vol.  9  SEPTEMBER  1955 

No.  3 

THE  YEAR  AHEAD 
by  Bernard  M.  Fry 

Chairman,  Scianc*  Tachnology  Division 

Tbe  working  year  of  the  Division  is  now  well 
underway.  The  first  Advisory  Committee  meeting 
is  planned  for  November  5,  to  be  held  in  New 
York  concurrent  with  the  Association  Executive 
Bocud  meeting,  November  3*5. 

Ahead  of  us  is  the  perennial  problem  of  dis* 
tributing  and  financing  Sci*Tech  News,  on  which 
there  is  discussion  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
Although  the  proposal  for  a  Roster  of  Scientific 
and  Technical  Librarians  has  been  shelved 
temporarily,  the  Division  has  approved  publi¬ 
cation  of  a  membership  directory.  Another  action 
at  Detroit  continued  the  study  of  the  desirability 
of  regular  issuance  of  a  Scientific  Meetings 
List.  Several  other  former  projects  or  interests 
are  pending  or  have  re-appeared.  A  roiuid-up  of 
current  activities  will  appear  in  the  Sci-Tech 
News  for  December. 

Two  new  committees  are  to  be  formed  immedi¬ 
ately:  a  Professional  Standards  Committee  and 
a  Recruitment  and  Education  Committee.  Their 
functions  are  described  here  briefly  and  will  be 
discussed  in  detail  in  the  next  issue  of  Sci-Tech 
News. 

In  June  1953(  the  SLA  Executive  Board 
abolished  the  near-dormant  Professional  Activi¬ 
ties  Committee  and  assigned  to  the  Public 
Relations  Committee  the  functions  of  "promoting 
and  stimulating  the  entire  field  of  special 
librarianship,  and  of  initiating  any  program  that 
will  add  to  the  professional  status  of  the  As¬ 
sociation  and  to  the  profession  itself.”  The  last 
two  annual  reports  of  the  Public  Relations 
Committee  do  not  disclose  any  substantive 
activity  in  this  area.  At  the  same  time,  several 
pressing  professional  problems  have  been 


accumulating  which  need  active  consideration 
by  Sci-Tech  members.  It  is  hoped  our  new  Pro¬ 
fessional  Standards  Committee  can  make  a  fresh 
start  in  this  field.  Its  first  job  will  be  to  identify 
areas  of  technical  librarianship  that  require 
attention  and  to  come  up  with  specific  program 
recommendations.  Research  in  technical  library 
problems  has  been  almost  wholly  lacking.  If  we 
do  not  take  action,  we  may  find  the  whole  field 
of  information  research  without  the  benefit  of 
librarian  influence. 

Directly  related  to  the  long  term  advance  of 
professional  librarianship  is  the  increase  of 
trained,  qualified  librarians  in  special  fields. 
This  need  is  especially  acute  in  science-tech¬ 
nology  libraries.  Recruitment  and  education  for 
technical  library  work  has  been  one  of  the  most 
neglected  areas  in  the  entire  field  of  professional 
education.  Technical  library  education  and  the 
employment  it  supposedly  leads  to  are  in  a  state 
of  chaos.  The  new  Sci-Tech  Committee  on 
Recruitment  and  Education  will  not  duplicate 
but  will  coordinate  with  Association  activity  in 
this  field.  It  will  aim  at  preparing  and  publicizing 
a  program  for  systematic  recruitment  on  the 
graduate  level  and  will  work  with  library  schools 
in  the  development  of  special  curriculums  for 
integration  with  the  core  areas  of  genert^l  library 
education. 

All  Sci-Tech  members  who  would  like  to 
participate  in  the  work  of  these  committees  are 
urged  to  contact  your  Chairman.  The  more  active 
workers  engaged  in  furthering  these  programs, 
the  greater  can  be  Sci-Tech  accomplishments. 

Editor’s  Note: 

Mr.  Fry  has  recently  returned  from  Europe 
where  be  served  as  a  member  of  tbe  V.5.  Dele- 
gation  to  tbe  International  Conference  on  Peace¬ 
ful  Uses  of  Atomic  Energy,  held  August  8-20  at 
Geneva,  Switzerland. 
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Overheard:  "Documentation  people  don’t  mix 
with  ordinary  librarians." 


Ralph  A.  Ulveling,  Director  of  the  Detroit 
Public  Library,  was  a  jovial  toastmaster.  At 
the  close  of  the  banquet  he  told  a  story  about 
a  patient  with  persistent  headaches  which  the 
doctor  could  not  diagnose.  After  receiving  nega¬ 
tive  replies  to  questions,  "Do  you  swear?  Do 
you  smoke?  Do  you  drink?”  the  doctor  suggested 
that  the  man’s  Halo  was  on  too  tight.  Mr.  Ulve¬ 
ling  sent  us  out  with  the  recommendation  that  our 
halos  not  be  worn  too  tight  so  that  we  could 
enjoy  Detroit’s  night  life. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WORKSHOP  FOR 
DIVISION  BULLETIN  EDITORS 
Jun*  16,  1955  —  Detroit,  Michigan 
By  Lorraino  Ciboch,  Division  Liaison  Officer 

The  value  of  Division  Bulletins  must  be 
recognized  as  a  means  of  keeping  Division 
members  aware  of  the  news  of  special  interest 
to  them.  Miss  Lucius  pointed  out  that  one  of  the 
most  important  selling  points  in  membership 
drives  is  that  of  contact  with  other  subject 
specialists  and  the  free  Division  Bulletin  is 
one  part  of  this. 

Editorial  Material 

The  Bulletins  usually  contain  news  items; 
some  contain  abstracts  of  specialized  pro¬ 
fessional  interest  and  bibliographies.  Some  of 
the  bulletins  also  have  papers  which  have  been 
presented  at  local  meetings  or  prepared  es¬ 
pecially  for  the  Division  Bulletin.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  these  papers  should  first  be  submitted 
to  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES  so  that  if  they  are  of 
general  interest  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Association  may  benefit  by  having  them  pub- 
Ushed  in  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

Two  of  the  bulletins  also  contain  advertising. 
Here  again  the  possible  conflict  with  SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES  is  pointed  out.  While  advertising  is 
recognized  as  a  good  means  to  help  defray  the 
costs  of  the  production  of  the  bulletin,  soliciting 
these  advertisers  should  be  done  very  carefully 
since  we  feel  certain  that  none  of  the  Divisions 
would  want  to  divert  advertising  revenue  from 
SPECIAL  LIBRARIES. 

Production 

The  production  of  the  bulletins  is  a  rather 
general  problem.  The  job  can  be  subsidized  by 
the  company  of  the  editor  or  chairman  or  the 
Division  can  pay  an  outside  organization  for 
the  reproduction.  The  former  method  becomes 
even  more  of  a  problem  when  the  Division  size 
is  large.  Several  suggestions  were  made: 

1.  Would  it  be  possible  to  find  one  organization 
to  do  the  reproduction  for  all  the  Divisions? 
While  it  may  be  difficult  for  one  Division 
to  negotiate  with  a  printer,  perhaps  all  the 
Divisions  together  could  make  some  arrange¬ 
ments. 

2.  Arising  from  the  above  point  was  the 
question  whether  Headquarters  could  handle 
this  type  of  thing  by  contacting  printers  or 
perhaps  by  the  purchase  of  a  multilith  and 


hiring  additional  personnel  to  run  it.  It  was 
pointed  out  that  Headquarters  would  have 
to  charge  a  set  fee;  would  Divisions  be 
willing  to  have  bulletins  reproduced  by 
Headquarters  when  this  job  is  now  being 
done  free  by  their  employers? 

3.  Would  it  be  feasible  to  have  a  Division 
news  supplement  to  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 
published? 

Financing 

The  value  of  a  free  bulletin  as  an  incentive 
for  membership  was  pointed  out  previously.  But 
the  problems  of  production  make  a  regularly 
issued  bulletin  a  very  large  item  in  the  Division 
budget.  If  we  do  not  rely  upon  company  sponsor¬ 
ship  or  advertising,  a  large  Division  cannot 
afford  to  publish  a  bulletin.  It  was  suggested 
that  Divisions  request  larger  allotments  from 
the  Association;  that  an  increase  in  membership 
dues  maybe  necessary,  but  the  Divisions  should 
request  this  increase  to  be  used  specifically  to 
publish  Division  Bulletins  which  would  be  sent 
free  to  Division  members. 

Conclusions 

A  Division  Bulletin  provides  a  personal  con¬ 
tact,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  news  and 
specialized  professional  interest  which  supple¬ 
ments  the  broader  coverage  of  SPECIAL  LI¬ 
BRARIES.  A  free  bulletin  would  be  desirable 
but  the  production  and  financial  problems  have 
not  been  solved  yet.  Mrs.  Harper  should  certainly 
be  congratulated  for  having  taken  the  first  step 
towards  the  solution  of  a  common  problem.  While 
no  definite  conclusions  can  be  made  at  this 
time,  at  least  we  are  all  thinking  together. 


Enjoyed  at  banquet:  The  poem  about  the 
deadly  sitting  habit,  especially  the  punch  lines: 
To  run  like  hell  it  has  been  found 
Both  feet  must  be  upon  the  ground. 


LIBRARIES  FOR  RESEARCH  AND  INDUSTRY 
PLANNING  AND  EQUIPMENT 

Publication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cincinnati 
meeting  on  library  planning  and  equipment  has 
been  announced  by  the  Special  Libraries  Associ¬ 
ation.  "Libraries  for  Research  and  Industry  ... 
Planning  and  Equipment”  has  been  published 
as  SLA  Monograph  No.  1.  This  is  a  project  of 
the  Science-Technology  Division  which  was 
coordinated  and  edited  by  Margaret  Hilligan.  All 
Sci-Tech  members  are  proud  of  this  major  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  literature. 
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RELATIONSHIP  OF  DIVISION  BULLETINS 
TO  SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 

At  the  Executive  Board  Meeting  on  June  17, 
a  resolution  was  passed  which  is  important  to 
the  future  publication  of  Sci*Tech  News.  The 
Publications  Committee  of  the  Association  was 
directed  to  study  the  relationship  of  Division 
and  Chapter  Bulletins  to  Special  Libraries.  A 
report  is  to  be  made  at  the  Spring  Board  Meeting. 
The  Division  Liaison  Officer  has  requested 
opinions  from  the  Sci*Tech  Division  membership 
on  this  subject.  Any  views  on  the  value  of  the 
Sci-Tech  News,  or  suggestions  on  how  the 
information  in  the  News  should  be  related  to 
Special  Libraries,  will  be  welcome.  Comments 
should  be  sent  directly  to  the  Division  Liaison 
Officer  who  will  compile  and  summarize  them 
for  the  Publications  Committee.  Send  comments 
to: 

Lorraine  Ciboch 
Division  Liaison  Officer 
American  Can  Company 
Research  and  Development  Center 
Barrington,  Illinois 


WESTERN  RESERVE 
DOCUMENTATION  CENTER 

A  new  Center  for  Documentation  and  Com¬ 
munication  Research  has  been  announced  at 
the  School  of  Library  Science,  Western  Reserve 
University,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Sbera, 
Dean  of  the  Library  School.  Under  the  guidance 
of  J.  W.  Perry,  Director,  and  Allen  Kent,  Asso¬ 
ciate  director,  the  center  will  carry  on  *a  con¬ 
tinuing  program  of  research  directed  toward  the 
solution  of  problems  in  organization,  dissemi¬ 
nation  and  utilization  of  recorded  information”. 

A  three  day  conference  will  be  held  January 
16-18,  1956  at  Western  Reserve  University  on 
"The  Practical  Utilization  of  Recorded  Knowl¬ 
edge —  Present  and  Future*.  More  than  thirty 
experts  will  discuss  problems  in  the  processing, 
dissemination,  and  utilization  of  recorded  infor¬ 
mation  in  many  fields.  Seven  review  papers  pre¬ 
pared  by  pre-conference  committees  will  be 
available  as  background  material  for  registrants. 
The  advance  registration  fee  of  $10  may  be  sent 
to 

Dean  Jesse  H.  Shera 
School  of  Library  Science 
Western  Reserve  University 
Cleveland  6,  Ohio 
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ROSTER  OF  SCIENTIFIC  AND 
TECHNICAL  LIBRARIANS 

The  special  committee  of  the  Executive  Board 
which  was  appointed  in  October  1954  to  study 
the  recommendations  of  the  Science-Technology 
Division  committee  regarding  the  establishment 
of  a  roster,  made  its  final  report  at  the  Detroit 
Convention. 

I 

"It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the 
establishment  of  a  national  roster  of  special 
librarians  would  be  a  useful  tool.  The  com¬ 
mittee,  however,  believes  that  the  Special 
Libraries  Association  is  not  in  a  financial 
position  at  the  present  time  to  underwrite  the 
cost  of  the  compilation  of  such  a  roster  nor 
the  maintenance  of  it  after  it  is  compiled. 
Finally,  conversations  with  the  National 
Science  Foundation  lead  us  to  believe  that 
there  would  be  little  or  no  support  coming 

from  that  organization  .  Therefore,  we 

recommend  that  the  Executive  Board  reject 
the  recommendation  of  the  Special  Committee 
of  the  Science-Technology  Division  on  a 
Roster  of  Scientific  and  Technical  Librarians.” 

The  Executive  Board  accepted  this  conclusion 
of  its  committee  and  voted  to  take  no  further 
action  at  this  time  in  support  of  such  a  roster. 

For  the  present,  the  Sci-Tech  Division  has 
no  plans  to  take  up  again  its  original  proposal 
for  a  roster  of  scientific  and  technical  librarians. 
Possible  future  action  concerning  the  roster 
will  be  discussed  at  the  Fall  Advisory  Committee 
meeting.  On  behalf  of  the  Division,  we  wish  to 
express  our  genuine  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  special  committee  headed  by  Katherine  Weed 
in  developing  this  project  and  in  exploring  all 
possible  avenues  for  bringing  about  its  success¬ 
ful  completion. 


WHITHER  SCI-TECH  NEWS 

At  the  Science-Technology  Division  business 
meeting  in  Detroit  it  was  voted  to  pay  for  SCI- 
TECH  NEWS  out  of  the  allotment  from  head¬ 
quarters  and  to  send  the  NEWS  to  every  member 
of  the  Division  without  charge.  This  action  was 
made  necessary  because  less  than  half  of  the 
members  "assumeCd)  the  obligation  of  subscribing 
to,  and  paying  for  ....SCI-TECH  NEWS  at  the 
annual  subscription  price  of  51.00.” 

The  action  taken  in  Detroit  will  make  the 
NEWS  in  actuality  the  mouthpiece  of  the  Division, 
which  has  been  advocated  for  many  years.  How¬ 
ever,  disappointment  was  registered  by  those 
who  felt  that  the  quarterly  schedule  brought 
more  timely  news.  These  supporters  said  they 
would  be  glad  to  continue  paying  a  subscription 
fee  in  order  to  have  the  NEWS  continued  on  the 
present  basis.  The  Pharmaceutical  Section 
obviously  intends  to  support  the  NEWS  in  its 
present  format  since  they  voted  to  use  the  pages 
of  SCI-TECH  NEWS  for  many  of  their  announce¬ 
ments  instead  of  resorting  to  separate  mailings. 

We  must  discover  the  preference  of  current 
subscribers  in  time  to  send  invoices  for  1956 
in  case  there  would  be  enough  demand  for  an 
independent  news  sheet  or  abstract  supplement. 
We  present  two  possible  approaches  for  your 
consideration. 

The  two  issues  which  will  be  financed  by  the 


allotment  from  headquarters  will  be  the  Spring 
number  with  minutes  of  the  Advisory  Committee 
meeting,  preliminary  convention  program  and 
preliminary  annual  reports  and  the  Fall  number 
with  minutes  of  the  annual  business  meeting.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  our  Abstract  Editor,  Gertrude 
Schutze,  that  if  abstracts  are  to  appear  only 
twice  a  year,  they  should  be  eliminated  altogether. 

There  would  be  two  methods  of  serving  a 
mixed  clientele  of  paying  and  non-paying  mem¬ 
bers: 

1.  Issue  Spring  and  Fall  numbers  complete 
with  abstracts  to  be  sent  to  the  entire  Di¬ 
vision  membership.  In  addition,  send  to 
paying  subscribers  a  summer  and  winter 
issue  with  both  news  and  abstracts. 

2.  Issue  Spring  and  Fall  numbers  with  news 
only  and  send  abstracts  four  times  a  year 
to  paying  subscribers  as  supplements  to  the 
NEWS.  This  could  mean  four  separate  mail¬ 
ings  to  subscribers  or  inclusion  of  Spring 
and  Fall  abstracts  with  the  regular  SCI- 
TECH  NEWS. 

Since  our  action  will  be  determined  by  the 
response  of  our  present  subscribers,  we  urge 
you  to  complete  the  accompanying  questionnaire 
and  return  it  to  our  business  manager  — 

Mrs.  Cornelia  Rosmini 

The  B.  F.  Goodrich  Chemical  Co. 

324  Rose  Building 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


Tear  off  on  dotted  line 

Name 

Organization 

Street 

City  and  State 

I  favor  Plan  No.  1:  Summer  and  Winter  issues  of  SCI-TECH  NEWS 
including  both  news  and  abstracts.  Probable  price  50^  per  year. 

I  favor  Plan  No.  2:  Abstracts  issued  as  supplement  to  a  "news- 
only”  version  of  SCI-TECH  NEWS  and  to  be  sent  four  times  a 
year  at  a  probable  price  of  5 1.00  per  year. 
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PLANNING  THE  CONVENTION  PROGRAM, 
PITTSBURGH  1956 

Tentative  plans  are  being  drawn  up  for  the 
Pitu burgh  Convention  Program.  Ken  Fagerbaugh, 
the  1956  Convention  Chairman,  has  asked  for 
an  outline  of  convention  plans  by  October  1. 

Charles  K.  Bauer,  Research  Information 
Service,  Operations  Research  Division,  Lock¬ 
heed  Aircraft  Corporation,  Marietta,  Georgia, 
has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  program  chairman 
for  the  Science -Technology  Division.  He  will 
be  assisted  by  Robert  Stanton,  Librarian,  Mine 
Safety  Appliances  Company,  100  N.  Braddock 
Avenue,  Pittsburgh  8,  Pa.  Bob  will  serve  as 
associate  program  chairman  and  will  be  the 
local  representative  for  the  S-T  Division. 

Several  suggestions  have  been  received  by 
your  Chairman  in  response  to  a  request  at  Detroit 
soliciting  program  ideas  from  the  Section  chair¬ 
men.  The  success  and  value  of  our  meetings  at 
the  1956  convention  depends  greatly  on  your 
ideas  andyoia  support.  Although  the  preliminary 
program  must  be  submitted  on  October  1,  ad¬ 
ditional  suggestions  will  be  received  for  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  S-T  Advisory  Committee  Meeting 
in  New  York  on  November  5« 

Many  Sci-Tech  members  apparently  favor  the 
idea  of  more  general  meetings.  It  has  been  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  Sections  would  forego  their 
programs  (excepting  business  and  social  meet¬ 
ings)  if  Sci-Tech  can  come  up  with  a  really 
good  program.  Further,  a  Division-planned  pro¬ 
gram  would  avoid  the  past  overlapping  and 
conflict  of  program  material  among  Sections. 

In  connection  with  planning  the  Division 
program,  the  following  general  comments  have 
been  received: 

1.  There  should  be  one  theme  for  the  Division 
program. 

2.  The  Sections  should  plan  a  cooperative 
Sci-Tech  program. 

3.  A  general  program  should  be  prepared  high¬ 
lighted  by  speakers  of  national  reputation. 

Specific  topics  have  been  suggested  along 
the  following  lines: 

1.  The  role  of  thedocumentalistin  the  library, 
somewhat  after  the  discussion  of  the  Docu¬ 
mentation  Roundtable  held  at  Detroit. 

2.  Operations  research  in  the  library. 

3.  Participation  of  academic  institutions  in 
the  program. 

Pmge  6 


4.  A  survey  of  salaries  in  the  Sections  com¬ 
prising  the  Division. 

5.  Improvement  of  recruiting  techniques. 

6.  Research  aids,  i.e.  photo-reproduction 
equipment,  punched  cards  and  other  devices. 

7.  Time  and  cost  analysis  of  unit  operations 
in  the  technical  library. 

8.  Technical  writing  and  semantics  in  research. 

9«  The  development  of  courses  which  would 

instruct  the  scientist  in  the  effective  use 
of  the  library  and  its  materials. 

10.  Reproduction  and  distribution  of  the  tables 
of  contents  of  scientific  and  technical 
journals. 

11.  Work  measurement  reports. 

12.  The  library  budget  in  relation  to  the  re¬ 
search  budget. 

Sci-Tech  Advisory  Committee  members  should 
come  to  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Committee  in 
New  York  on  November  5  prepared  to  participate 
in  the  formulation  of  the  1956  program. 


Borrow  from  one,  it’s  plagiarism; 
Borrow  from  twelve,  it’s  research. 


PAPER  AND  TEXTILE  SECTION 

At  the  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Sci-Tech 
Division  on  June  15,  a  motion  was  passed  that 
a  Paper  and  Textile  Section  be  formed  within 
the  Sci-Tech  Division.  Striving  to  bring  librarians 
and  the  paper  and  textile  industries  into  a  closer 
relationship,  the  new  Section  will  have  the 
responsibility  of  maintaining  and  broadening 
literature  in  its  respective  fields,  with  emphasis 
on  facilitating  intetlibrary  communications. 

Officers  elected  to  head  the  new  SLA  section, 
which  includes  paper  and  textile  librarians  from 
the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Cireat  Britian, 
are:  Chairman  David  R.  Weiser,  The  Champion 
Paper  and  Fibre  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ohio;  Vice- 
Chairman  Donald  1.  Marr,  St.  Regis  Paper  Co., 
Deferiet,  N.Y.,  and  Secretary-Treasurer  Mrs. 
Gertrude  Weisz,  Industrial  Rayon  Corp.,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio. 

Coinciding  with  formation  of  the  new  Section, 
a  "Directory  of  Libraries  for  Paper  and  Allied 
Industties  in  the  U.  S.  and  Canada,”  compiled 
by  Mr.  Weiser,  has  been  mailed  to  all  firms 
involved,  with  a  limited  number  of  copies  still 
available  on  requests  to  the  author. 


DISCONTINUANCE  OF  ANNUAL  INDEX  FOR 
U.S.  PATENTS  AND  INDEX  OF  TRADE  MARKS 


SELECTED  ABSTRACTS 


Many  librarians  are  much  concerned  over  the 
discontinuance  of  the  alphabetical  inventions 
in  the  1954  Annual  Index  of  V.  S,  Patents  and 
also  the  classified  list  in  the  Index  of  Trade 
Marks. 

These  listings  have  been  of  great  value  to 
scientific  and  technical  libraries  and  other 
organizations  concerned  with  patents.  Their 
discontinuance  lessens  the  usefulness  of  each 
publication. 

Inquiry  to  the  Patent  Office  has  disclosed 
that  these  lists  have  been  discontinued  because 
of  budget  reductions.  Many  Sci-Tech  librarians 
have  reported  their  convictions  that  the  listings 
should  be  restored  and  have  asked  that  all 
interested  members  express  their  views  in  this 
respect  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 


TRANSLATION  MONTHLY 

Translations  received  by  the  SLA  Translation 
Pool  will  be  listed  in  a  monthly  publication  as 
soon  as  310  orders  have  been  received. 

TRANSLATION  MONTHLY  will  be  available 
at  15.00  a  year  from 

SLA  Translation  Pool 
The  John  Crerar  Library 
86  E.  Randolph  St. 

Chicago  1,  Illinois 

Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  SLA  Trans¬ 
lation  Monthly. 


Mr.  Doyle  revealed  a  genuine  understanding 
of  the  librarian’s  approach  as  he  recommended 
that  we  go  out  and  persuade  people  they  need 
our  services.  He  brought  out  the  librarian  vs. 
bookkeeper  idea,  hinting  that  some  librarians* 
are  simply  proud  of  their  collections.  Aggres¬ 
sive  library  work  is  akin  to  merchandising: 
there  must  be  a  good  product  and  that  product 
must  be  promoted.  Don’t  let  customers  forget 
for  a  month  that  you  are  in  business.  Send  new 
material  to  interested  people.  Attend  company 
meetings.  Furnish  facts  upon  which  executives 
can  base  decisions. 

Good  salesmanship,  according  to  Mr.  Doyle, 
mokes  trends;  it  is  not  caused  by  trends.  As  a 
parting  injunction  we  were  urged  to  be  trend¬ 
makers  instead  of  order-takers. 


ABSTRACTING  AND  INDEXING 

Which  notation?  Anon.  CHEM.  &  ENG.  NEWS 
33(27):2838-43.  July  4,  1955 

Various  notation  systems  for  designating  molecular 
structures  are  discussed:  Dyson,  Gruber,  Silk,  Wis- 
wesser.  Crane -Berry.  None  are  ready  for  official  re¬ 
cognition.  The  final  outcome  may  come  from  the  18th 
Conference  of  lUPAC. 

a 

A  study  of  coordinate  indexing  os  applied  to 
U.S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission  reports.  I.  A. 
Warheit.  COLL.  &  RES.  LIB.  1^3):278-284 
July  1955 

Criticism  of  Taube’s  Uniterm  coordinate  indexing 
system  after  analysis  of  200  AEC  reports.  The  ex¬ 
periment  showed  negative  results:  too  many  false 
drops,  too  many  irretrievable  items,  absence  of  any 
descriptive  information  or  abstract,  certain  key  uni- 
terms  were  required  in  large  percentage  of  searches 
thus  slowing  the  search. 

• 

Filing  and  indexing.  O.  W.  Standingford.  London, 
Office  Management  Assn.  1955.  12  p.  5s 

The  pamphlet  states  the  general  principles  which 
may  be  applied  to  any  filed  records,  correspondence 
in  particular. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Signposts:  some  selections  from  the  1954  special 
library  literature.  J.  Bird.  ASLIB  PROC.  7(2): 
111-122  May  1955 

One  hundred  items  are  listed  as  likely  to  be  of 
practical  assistance  to  information  workers. 

• 

Literaturverxeichnis  zur  Dokumentation  1951  bis 
1954.  Heft  10,  Handbuch  der  Klassifikation. 
O.  Frank.  Stuttgart,  Dorotheen-Verlag,  1955* 
119  p.  $1.89. 

This  volume  is  the  first  supplement  to  the  biblio¬ 
graphy  of  documentation  1930-1950  which  constitutes 
volume  7  of  the  HandbotA. 

An  appraisal  of  bibliogaphicol  guidebooks. 
H.  W.  Winger.  LIBRARY  QUARTERLY  25(3): 
255-258  July  1955 

Esdaile’s  manual  of  bibliography  is  compared  with 
several  others.  He  combines  the  systematic  and 
critical  ends  of  bibliography  within  tbe  scope  of  one 
volume  and  the  whole  is  as  good  a  guide  as  any  thus 
far  produced. 
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Bibliography  of  onginooring  abstracting  sorvicot. 
M.  M.  Landuyt,  ed.  N.Y.  SLA,  1955.  SLA  Biblio¬ 
graphy  No.  1,  37  p. 

This  is  s  guide  to  sources  of  domestic  and  foreign 
sbstmcting  services  in  the  engineering  sciences. 
231  entries  are  arranged  alphabetically  within  a  sub¬ 
ject  classification.  Bibliographical  information  is 
given  for  die  services  in  effect  in  1954,  and  other 
data  indicates  the  field  of  coverage,  type  of  service, 
number  of  journals  abstracted,  language  of  abstract, 
and  the  indexes  published.  A  name  and  title  index  is 
included. 

* 

Documantation  of  applied  chamistry:  International 
Congress.  CHEM.  &  IND.  No.  24:  673  -  674. 
June  11,  1955.  Aooo. 

Details  of  the  program  of  the  Congress  to  take 
place  in  London  on  Nov.  22-25,  1955  are  given. 

s 

Guides  to  scientific  literature.  A.  C.  Townsend, 
J.  DOC.  11(2): 73 -78  June  1955 

These  guides  are  not  detailed  enough  for  the  spe¬ 
cialist  and  too  technical  for  the  general  reader.  A 
list  of  guides  is  appended. 

s 

Some  sources  of  engineering  information.  G. 
Wittenberg.  ARCLIGHT  REVIEW  18(l):2-3,  7 
Jan.  1955. 

a 

Three-inch  book  shelf  on  quality  control.  F.  G. 
Norris.  METAL  PROGRESS  67:123-124(1955) 

Eight  books  covering  the  field  are  listed. 

a 

The  cord  catologs  of  the  Library  of  Congress;  a 
brief  description.  Wash.,  G.P.O.,  1955.  30  p. 
iOt 

A  brief  description  is  given  of  card  catalogs  that 
record  collections  of  maps,  microfilm,  prints  and 
photographs,  science  materials,  and  periodicals, 
newspapers  and  other  materials. 

a 

Basic  information  sources  on  coffee,  cocoa,  and 
tea.  Business  Service  Bull.  #115.  U.  S.  Dept. 
Cominerce,  April  1955  .  8  p. 

More  than  100  government  and  non-govemment  pub¬ 
lications,  directories,  periodicals  and  services  are 
listed  in  this  bulletin  giving  basic  information  sources 
on  coffee,  cocoa,  and  tea.  Also  included  is  a  list  of 
trade  associations  and  exchanges  in  the  U.  S.  dealing 
in  these  commodities. 

Poor  Mr.  Doyle!  (Mr.  J.  C.  "Larry*  Doyle  of 
Ford  Motor  Co.,  guest  speaker  at  the  banquet). 

He  actually  had  to  explain  that  his  topic 
"Volume  Sales”  had  a  double  meaning. 
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Foreign  and  international  aviation.. .basic  infor¬ 
mation  sources.  World  Trade  Information  Ser¬ 
vice,  Part  4,  No.  55-7.  Prepared  byN.W.  Kendall, 
Wash.,  G.P.O.,  1955.  21  p.  20^ 

This  source  list  is  confined  to  the  international 
aspects  of  U.S.  civil  aviation  and  the  domestic  and 
international  aspects  of  the  aviation  of  foreign 
countries.  The  annotated  bibliography  lists  books, 
pamphlets,  government  publications,  associations, 
and  periodicals. 

* 

Dictionaries  of  foreign  languages.  R.  L.  Col- 
lison.  Hafner,  1955.  236  p.  14.00 

A  bibliography  of  over  1400  dictionaries  covering 
255  languages  with  details  of  publication  and  inter¬ 
esting  notes. 

a 

Foreign  language— English  dictionaries.  Vol.  1, 
Special  subject  dictionary  with  emphasis  on 
science  and  technology.  G.R.  Carpenter.  Wash., 
Library  of  Congress,  1955.  246  p.  $1.75 

Emphasis  placed  on  works  issued  since  1940  be¬ 
cause  of  the  changing  terminology  in  the  technical 
fields.  It  comprises  only  those  foreign  language  dic¬ 
tionaries,  bilingual  and  polyglot,  that  contain  English 
equivalents. 

Japanese  scien-tech  periodical  publishing  prac¬ 
tices.  G.  S.  Bonn.  SERIAL  SLANTS  6(2):76-84 
April  1955 

The  author  comments  on  current  publishing  prac¬ 
tices,  types  of  publishers,  kinds  of  writers,  research 
in  Japan,  libraries,  and  publication  criteria. 

« 

Chinese  scientific  and  technical  publications 
inthe  collections  ofthe  L.C.  Prepared  by  Yung- 
Ying  Liu.  Wash.,  G.P.O.,  1S^5.  55  p.  40< 

The  bibliography  is  based  on  titles  in  the  L.  C. 
collections  and  covers  the  last  50  years. 

• 

Commonwealth  index  to  unpublished  translations 
ond  Aslib  panel  of  specialist  translators.  E. 
Mackiewicz.  ASLIB  PROC.  7(2):69-70  May  1955 

Aslib’s  Index  to  Unpublished  Translations  con¬ 
tains  about  1200  entries.  Only  about  7%  of  inquiries 
are  satisfied  by  existing  translations.  Aslib’s  Panel 
of  Specialist  Translators,  about  200  individuals,  is 
available  to  Aslib  members. 

Fifty-seven  librarians  from  Canada,  Bolivia, 
England,  Hawaii,  India,  Sweden  attended  the 
convention.  The  banquet  room  was  decked  with 
flags  of  many  nations  in  keeping  with  this  inter¬ 
national  flavor  in  attendance. 


DOCUMENTARY  REPRODUCTION 

Documentation.  Editorial.  CHEM.  &  IND.  No. 
24:661  June  11,  1955 

The  First  International  Congress  on  Documentation 
of  Applied  Chemistry  is  the  first  serious  attempt  at 
the  intemation  level  to  bring  together  librarian  and 
information  officers  and  the  users  of  information. 


Some  methods  of  printing  and  reproduction:  an 
outline  guide.  H.  R.  Verry.  Paris,  Unesco, 
1954.  71  p.  (Education  Studies  &  Documents 

No.  11)  40< 

This  booklet  gives  guidance  on  inexpensive  and 
easily  operated  reproduction  methods:  hectography, 
stencil,  offset  lithography,  relief  type,  Freinet  press, 
silk  screen,  ordoverex,  Oberwager,  and  collotype. 
Also  discussed  are  factors  to  consider  in  selecting 
a  particular  process,  processes  for  different  purposes, 
use  of  color,  collating,  binding,  and  stitching.  Charts 
are  included  listing  the  processes  and  indicating  the 
number  of  copies  these  methods  can  produce  eco¬ 
nomically  and  giving  die  running  speeds  of  the  ma¬ 
chine.  A  bibliography  of  70  titles  is  appended. 


Rasearch  on  the  dissemination  of  scientific 
knowledge.  W.  J.  Murphy.  CHEM.  &  ENG.  NEWS 
33(28):  2883  July  11,  1955 

More  money  will  have  to  be  spent  on  research  to 
find  the  most  efficient  and  effective  methods  for  the 
wide  dissemination  of  new  scientific  knowledge.  The 
ACS  plans  to  spend  more  money  in  these  directions. 
It  is  suggested  that  die  government  thru  its  National 
Science  Foundation  and  scientific  and  technical  so¬ 
cieties  should  cooperate  also. 


LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Librarias  for  research  and  industry:  planning* 
and  equipment.  Edited  by  M.  P.  Milligan.  Mono¬ 
graph  No.  1.  N.  Y.,  Special  Libraries  Assn., 
1955.  58  p.  $1 

The  papers  included  in  this  attractive  publication 
were  presented  by  members  of  the  Science-Technology 
Division  of  SLA  at  the  Cincinnati  convention.  May 
1954.  The  papers  include:  Why’s,  when’s,  and  how’s 
of  library  planning,  H.  Pyle;  Planning  the  new  li¬ 
brary,  G.  Runge;  Check  list  for  reviewing  layout 
printa,  G.  Runge  &  H.  Pyle;  You  can  expand  within 
confined  areas,  E.L.  Schulze;  Selected  readings  on 
library  planning,  H.  Pyle  and  G.  Runge.  The  Mono¬ 
graph  is  replete  with  illustrations  and  floor  plans. 


Whan  book  stacks  ovorflow.  K.  D.  Metcalf.  HAR¬ 
VARD  LIBRARY  BULL.  8(2):  204-2 12  Spring  1955 

The  advantages  and  disadvantages  —  particularly 
the  financial  implications  —  of  6  solutions  to  the 
space  problem  in  a  university  are  considered:  1)  new 
methods  of  shelving,  2)  construction  of  new  building, 
3) construction  of  an  annex,  4) establish  departmental 
libraries,  5)  storage  of  infrequently  used  volumes  in 
the  vicinity,  6)  cooperative  storage  at  a  distance 
from  the  library. 

a 

Modern  storage  equipment  and  methods  for  spe¬ 
cial  materials  In  libraries.  R.  L.  Collison. 
London,  The  Author,  7A  Worsley  Rd.,  Hempstead, 
N.W.  3.  2s6d 

A  brief  guide  to  the  preparation  and  filing  of  ar¬ 
chives,  atlases,  films,  records,  illustrations,  lantern 
slides,  maps,  microfilm,  music,  negatives,  clippings, 
newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  periodicals.  A  general 
bibliography  is  provided. 

a 

Protection  of  vital  records  and  documents.  CIVIL 
DEFENSE  TECHNICAL  BULL.  TB-16-2,  May 
1955.  Wash.,  G.P.O. 

General  principles  for  the  protection  of  records 
are  discussed.  A  bibliography  of  some  materials  is¬ 
sued  by  the  government  and  private  organizations  is 
appended. 

LITERATURE  SEARCHING 

Techniques  of  data  searches  in  chemical  libra- 
raries.  R.E.  MaizeU.  J.  CHEM.  EDUC.  32:309- 
311  June  1955 

Describes  some  of  the  sources  used  in  assembling 
data  on  the  basic  properties  of  pure  chemicals.  Several 
criteria  for  determining  die  reliability  of  data  are 
cited. 

a 

Two  methods  of  organizing  technical  information 
for  search.  L.  M.  Bohnert.  AMER.  DOC.  6(3): 
134-151  July  1955 

Seven  systems  for  searching  technical  information 
were  selected  for  study  and  comparisons  made. 

a 

The  function  of  classification  in  information  re¬ 
trieval.  B.C.  Vickery.  Cranfield,  Aslib  Aero¬ 
nautical  Group,  Fourth  Annual  Conference,  1955. 
13  p. 

The  efficiency  of  the  alphabetical  subject  index, 
the  coordinate  index,  the  classified  index  and  auto¬ 
matic  selection  are  compared.  The  coordinate  index 
is  the  simplest  and  most  efficient  from  point  of  view 
of  the  actual  operation.  The  claasified  index  is  the 
most  efficient  if  one  considers  the  need  for  exactly 
defining  the  subject  of  search. 
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Som*  aspects  of  information  rotriovol.  C.  Clever* 
don.  Cranfield,  Aslib  Aeronautical  Group,  Fourth 
Annual  Conference,  1955«  4  p. 

The  paper  reports  the  studies  of  the  Aeronsuticsl 
Group  and  the  DocameDtatioo  Committee  of  AGARD 
on  the  suitability  of  the  index  for  the  type  of  person 
who  uses  it,  and  on  the  evaluation  of  information 
work  in  terms  of  cost  of  coding,  equipment,  and 
retrieval. 

* 

Machine  literature  searching.  IX.  Operational 
functions  of  automatic  equipment.  J.  W.  Perry, 
A.  Kent  &  M.  M.  Berry.  AMER.  DOC.  6(3): 
July  1955 

Paper  explains  how  the  operational  functions  of 
automatic  equipment  influences  and  controls  the  ef¬ 
fectiveness  of  machine  searching  systems. 

Mechanized  literature  seorching— -a  progress 
report.  J.V.  Perry,  A.  Kent  &  M.M.  Berry.  COLL. 
&RES.  LIB.  16(2):  157 -163.  April  1955 

Describes  a  machine  searching  system  designed 
to  make  scientific  and  technical  information  avail¬ 
able  as  needed  at  minimum  cost. 


MECHANICAL  AIDS 

The  patent  office  problem.  W.  Weaver.  AMER. 
DOC.  6(3):129-133  July  1955 

Recommends  what  should  be  done  over  and  beyond 
what  the  Advisory  Comminee  on  Application  of  Ma¬ 
chines  to  Patent  Office  Operations  recommended. 
More  important  dtan  the  question  as  to  whether  ma¬ 
chines  can  speed  up  search  procedure  is  the  basic 
problem  of  classification. 

a 

Microfilming  sorvicos  of  large  university  and 
research  libraries  in  the  United  States.  R.H. 
Muller.  COLL.  &  RES.  LIB.  16(3 ):26l -266. 
July  1955 

This  survey  supplies  descriptive  data  on  micro¬ 
filming  services  of  21  university  libraries  and  8  re¬ 
search,  special  or  public  libraries  having  large  re¬ 
search  collections.  Their  pattern  of  service  is  dis¬ 
cussed  as  well  as  the  processing  of  microfilm  and 
prices. 

* 

Direct  positive  photocopying  in  the  library.  L. 
Mullins.  UNESCO  BULL.  FOR  LIB  9(5 -6):  106- 
111.  May-June  1955 

Details  are  given  of  the  exposing  and  processing 
requirements  and  methods  of  the  Duostat,  a  photo¬ 
graphic  machine  which  eliminates  the  need  for  making 
s  negative  copy.  The  operation  can  be  carried  out  in 
ordinary  room  lighting. 
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Making  yaur  awn  punched  cards.  G.M.  Bergen. 
J.  CHEM.  EDUC.  32:328  June  1955 

If  a  relatively  small  number  of  holes  is  required  to 
code  information  it  is  simple  to  make  your  own  cards. 
The  author  describes  the  design  of  his  5x8  inch 
card  and  how  to  make  them. 


PROFESSIONAL 

ASSOCIATIONS  AND  SOCIETIES 

American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers.  R.  A. 
Palmer.  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  REVIEW  58(4); 
29-32  July  1955 

The  history  of  the  association,  its  objectives,  pub¬ 
lications,  and  its  future  challenges  are  told. 


SPECIAL  LIBRARIES 
AND  INFORMATION  SERVICES 

The  CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS  service  —  good 
buy  or  good-by.  E.J.  Crane.  CHEM.  &  ENG. 
NEWS  33(26):2752-54  June  27,  1955 

A  summary  of  the  evolution  of  CA  with  an  account 
of  further  projects  for  study. 

a 

CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS  is  a  service.  E.  J. 
Crane.  CHEM.  &  ENG.  NEWS  33(26);2687.  June 
27,  1955 

Editorial  announcing  CA’s  new  status  as  a  service 
and  ACS*s  decision  to  place  CA  on  a  self-supporting 
basis  financially  and  a  plea  for  understanding  of  the 
need  for  higher  charges. 

* 

CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS:  millstone  or  mile- 
stone?  E.H.  Volwiler  &  A.C.  Cope.  CHEM.  & 
ENG.  NEWS  33(25):2636-39.  June  20,  1955 

This  is  a  summary  of  the  studies  made  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Publications  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
ACS  which  resulted  in  drastic  changes  in  the  pub¬ 
lishing  policy  and  pricing  of  CHEMICAL  ABSTRACTS. 

• 

Problems  and  prospects  of  the  research  library. 
E.  E.  Williams,  ed.  Scarecrow  Press,  1955« 
181  p.  13.50 

The  papers  and  proceedings  of  the  Monticello  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Association  of  Research  Libraries  are 
contained  in  this  volume.  A  chapter  is  devoted  to 
each  of  the  5  sessions:  opportunities  and  pitfall, 
library  operation,  cooperation  and  specialization,  the 
financial  situation,  the  future.  A  selected  biblio¬ 
graphy  is  provided. 


Europvan  ch«niical  documentation  torvicot. 
W.  A.  Southern.  LIBRARY  QUARTERLY  25(3): 
235*242  July  1955 

A  report  of  a  visit  to  the  lesdinf  European  libraries 
and  documentation  centers  of  national  research  coun¬ 
cils,  chemical  and  documentation  associations,  and 
chemical  industries.  Their  activities,  services  and 
publications  are  reviewed. 


Current  trends  in  notional  libraries.  D.C. 
Meams,  ed.  LIBRARY  TRENDS  4(1):3-116  July 
1955 

The  directors  of  national  libraries  throughout  the 
world  make  statements  on  14  headings  elucidating 
the  changes  and  tendencies  in  their  libraries  in  re¬ 
cent  years. 

* 

The  A.  E.  Staley  Manufacturing  Company  Tech¬ 
nical  Library.  L.  Klein.  ILLINOIS  LIBRARIES 
37(4):115-119  April  1955 

The  resources  of  this  library  are  described. 


Patents  and  the  patent  office  library.  F.  W. 
Gravell.  ASLIB  PROC.  7(2):92-100  May  1955 

The  author  talks  about  patent  procedure  in  England, 
Patent  Office  publications,  and  the  functions  of  the 
Pstent  Office  Library. 


Technical  manpower  and  technical  information. 
T.T.  Collins.  TAPPI  38(6):167A-170A  June 
1955 

The  manpower  of  the  United  States  and  die  Soviet 
Union  are  compared.  The  paper  industry  has  not 
made  proper  use  of  technical  libraries.  The  indexes 
covering  pulp  and  paper  literature  and  related  fields 
are  surveyed  and  suggestions  for  improving  abstract¬ 
ing  of  periodicals  and  foreign  patents  are  made.  TKe 
cost  of  microcards  versus  binding  periodicals  is  dis¬ 
cussed. 

s 

Roads  to  oeronautical  rosoarch.  F.J.  Harsaghy. 
COLL.  &  RES.  LIBRARIES  16(2):  164- 167  April 
1955 

The  paper  describes  die  functioning  of  the  library 
of  the  Institute  of  Aeronautical  Research  in  New 
York.  The  "Aeronautical  Reviews"  section  of  AERO¬ 
NAUTICAL  ENGINEERING  REVIEW  is  a  documen¬ 
tation  service  furnished  by  IAS  as  a  guide  to  the 
current  literature  of  the  field. 


Tho  Physician  and  tho  modical  library.  E.  J. 
Pulaski  and  E.  Brodman.  J.  AM.  MED.  ASSO¬ 
CIATION  157:1601-1604  April  30,  1955 

The  paper  discusses  die  present  status  of  medical 
libraries,  their  collections,  services,  and  staff. 


Modical  librarianship.  E.  Brodman.  PUBLIC 
HEALTH  REPORT  70:473-478  May  1955 

The  author  considers  the  literature,  education, 
services,  and  present  status  of  medical  record  li¬ 
brarians. 


Tho  Jamos  Forrostal  Rosoarch  Contor  library. 
M.H.  Smith.  PRINCETON  UNIV.  LIBRARY 
CHRONICLE  16(1):  23-28  Autumn  1954 

The  resources  of  this  aeronautical  library  include 
books  and  periodicals  and  a  preponderance  of  re¬ 
search  reports.  The  library  also  conducts  a  literature 
searching  service. 

s 

Linda  Hall  Library.  J.C.  Shipman.  COLL.  & 
RES.  LIBRARIES  16(2):  138-141, 163.  April  1955 

History  of  the  Kansas  City  technical  research  li¬ 
brary  from  its  provision  in  the  will  of  Mr.  Hall  1941 
to  its  new  building  scheduled  for  completion  in  Sept. 
1955. 

s 

Public  technical  library  sorvico  for  industry. 
D.  Ball.  ASLIB  PROC  7(2):101-107  May  1955 
The  Liverpool  Public  Libraries  have  extended 
their  interpretation  of  the  function  of  the  library  by 
instituting  the  scheme  of  the  Postal  Borrowing  Ser¬ 
vice  whereby  firms  may  borrow  books  and  periodicals 
on  a  subscription  basis.  DOCUMENTS  BULLETIN  is 
published  monthly  as  a  guide  to  the  intake  of  the 
library. 

* 

The  davalopmant  of  rafaranc*  sarvicas  thru 
academic  traditions,  public  library  practice  and 
special  librarianship.  S.  Rothstein.  ACRL  Mono¬ 
graph  ^14.  Chi.  Assoc.  College  8c  Reference 
Libraries,  June  1S^5.  124  p«  $2.75 

This  dissertation  furnishes  the  historical  back¬ 
ground  of  the  provision  of  reference  services  in 
American  research  libraries  during  the  period  1875- 
1940.  Present  trends  are  reviewed. 
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Us*  of  c*ntraliz*d  and  d*portin*ntal  librari*s  in 
coll*g*  and  univ*rtity  g*ology  instruction.  F.S. 
Hookala.  SCIENCE  121:902-904  June  24,  1955 

Results  of  s  questioanaire  to  determine  whether 
centralized  or  departmental  library  facilities  were 
preferred  and  why  indicate  that  73%  of  schools  have 
departmental  libraries  or  favor  them.  Pros  and  coos 
of  centralized  vs.  departmental  libraries  are  enumerated. 


TECHNICAL  PROCESSES 


Economias  in  order  work.  F.  S.  Randall.  I.L.A. 
RECORD  8(4):  71-75  April  1955 

Economies  can  be  achieved  thru  better  use  of 
clerical  help,  manual  of  procedure,  use  of  order  forms, 
buying  books  and  periodicals  thru  die  library,  proper 
layout  and  work  flow. 


TECHNICAL  WRITING  AND  REPORTING 

Th*  functions  of  o  technical  writer  in  industry. 
P.D.  Patterson.  TECHNICAL  WHITING  REVIEW 
2(3):2-6,12  June  1955 

A  specialist  technical  writer  can  be  useful  to  in* 
dustry  in  guiding  the  nontechnical  staff,  advise  upon 
the  presentation  of  reports,  preparstion  of  service 
literature,  preparation  of  articles  ezplaining  manu¬ 
facturing  processes,  liaison  officer  between  tech¬ 
nical  and  advertising  staff,  and  in  public  relations 
work.  There  follows  a  discussion  of  the  appropriste 
position  of  the  technical  writer  in  industry,  the  quali¬ 
fications  such  s  person  should  possess  and  his 
future  status. 

* 

The  instructor  role  of  technical  writers.  H.  H. 
Milton.  TECHNICAL  WRITING  REVIEW  2(3): 
7-9, 12  June  1955 

A  technical  writer  is  a  teacher  when  he  presents 
his  idess  clearly  and  simply  and  when  he  makes 
illustrations  become  visual  aids. 


Us*  the  psychological  attack  in  technical  writing. 
J.  L.  Kent.  IND.  LABS.  6(5):6l  May  1955 

The  psychology  of  the  writer  as  well  as  the  reader 
must  be  considered  in  writing  technical  reports. 

* 

fVofessionol,  artisan,  something  *ls*?T.  Hickok. 
TECHNICAL  WRITING  REVIEW  2(3):10-12 
June  1955 

Four  characteristics  of  a  professional  person  are 
presented  and  the  author  discusses  how  the  tech¬ 
nical  writer  qualifies  on  each  count. 
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A  new  look  at  library  literature  — or  why  writ* 
about  information  work?  J.  Bird.  ASLIB  PROC. 
7(2):74-83  May  1955 

Most  of  the  library  literature  published  is  of  doubt¬ 
ful  value  as  aids  to  the  reader  or  a  repetition  of  what 
has  been  said  before.  The  author  enumerates  some 
of  the  ways  die  library  literature  can  be  helpful: 
give  the  news,  describe  ezisting  conditions,  methods 
and  equipment,  evaluate  existing  practices,  articles 
with  a  speculative  approach. 

TRANSLATING 

Th*  D.S.I.R.  and  translations.  V.  J.  Gorton. 
ASLIB  PROC.  7(2): 70 -72  May  1955 

A  brief  survey  of  the  translstion  work  of  D.S.I.R. 

• 

Translations  —  how  they  are  being  tackled. 
H.  Thornton.  ASLIB  PROC.  7(2):63-68  May  1955 
The  activities  of  Aslib  Textile  Information  Group 
include  die  launching  of  the  Textile  Translator's 
Forum  for  the  exchange  of  information  regarding  new 
terms  in  the  textile  literature. 

a 

Translations  in  th*  Science  Museum  Library. 
A.  Thompson.  ASLIB  PROC.  7(2):68-69  May 
1953 

The  main  work  of  the  library  is  that  of  collecting 
translations  from  the  Russian.  The  collection  con¬ 
tains  2000  translations. 


CONVENTION  MEMORIES 

The  leis  from  Hawaii  furnished  with  appro¬ 
priate  "greetings”  to  Gretchen  Little  and 
Chester  Lewis. 

• 

Vice-President  Nixon  was  unable  to  accept 
the  invitation  to  address  the  members  of  SLA 
at  their  convention.  However,  he  showed  real 
understanding  and  appreciation  of  libraries 
when  he  included  in  his  regrets:  "There  would 
be  no  civilization  without  librarians.” 

• 

One  is  accustomed  to  the  superlatives  used 
to  describe  Texas.  Michigan  must  run  a  close 
second  in  this  department.  We  heard  about 
longest  shore  lines,  oldest  state  university  and 
oldest  land  grant  college,  more  traffic  than 
Suez,  Panama  and  Kiel  canal  together,  larger 
variety  of  trees  than  all  of  Europe. 

After  the  good  time  in  Detroit,  we  could  well 
add:  most  cordial. 


\ 


